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            WASHINGTON, D.C. – Below are excerpts from tonight’s Republican Address to the 
Nation, to be delivered by Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell following President Obama’s State 
of the Union Address:

JOBS: “Good government policy should spur economic growth, and strengthen the private 
sector’s ability to create new jobs. We must enact policies that promote entrepreneurship and 
innovation, so America can better compete with the world. What government should not do is 
pile on more taxation, regulation, and litigation that kill jobs and hurt the middle class.” 

 
********** 

 
SPENDING: “The amount of this debt is on pace to double in five years, and triple in ten.  The 
federal debt is already over $100,000 per household. This is simply unsustainable.  The 
President's partial freeze on discretionary spending is a laudable step, but a small one. The 
circumstances of our time demand that we reconsider and restore the proper, limited role of 
government at every level.”   
 

********** 
 

HEALTHCARE: “All Americans agree, we need a health care system that is affordable, 
accessible, and high quality.  But most Americans do not want to turn over the best medical 
care system in the world to the federal government.” 

 
********** 

 
ENERGY: “Advances in technology can unleash more natural gas, nuclear, wind, coal, and 
alternative energy to lower your utility bills. Here in Virginia, we have the opportunity to be the 
first state on the East Coast to explore for and produce oil and natural gas offshore.”  
 

********** 
 

EDUCATION: “The President and I agree on expanding the number of high-quality charter 
schools, and rewarding teachers for excellent performance. More school choices for parents 
and students mean more accountability and greater achievement.  A child's educational 
opportunity should be determined by her intellect and work ethic, not by her zip code.”  
 

********** 



 
NATIONAL DEFENSE:  “We applaud President Obama's decision to deploy 30,000 more 
troops to Afghanistan. We agree that victory there is a national security imperative.  But we 
have serious concerns over recent steps the Administration has taken regarding suspected 
terrorists.” 
 

********** 
 

THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT: “Here at home government must help foster a society in 
which all our people can use their God-given talents in liberty to pursue the American Dream. 
Republicans know that government cannot guarantee individual outcomes, but we strongly 
believe that it must guarantee equality of opportunity for all. That opportunity exists best in a 
democracy which promotes free enterprise, economic growth, strong families, and individual 
achievement.” 

 
********** 

 
OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: “Top-down one-size fits all decision making should not 
replace the personal choices of free people in a free market, nor undermine the proper role of 
state and local governments in our system of federalism. As our Founders clearly stated, and 
we Governors understand, government closest to the people governs best.” 
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