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December 22, 2006

Mr. Brian P. Lamb
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
C-SP AN
400 North Capitol Street
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Lamb:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter in which you ask that C-SP AN be permitted to cover
House floor proceedings with its own cameras and that the House release individual
House votes electronically immediately after voting periods have closed. I have asked
the Clerk of the House to consider the latter request and report to the House Leadership
on whether such a release is technically feasible and, if so, whether it can be
accomplished in a manner that preserves the accuracy of the vote tally.

As to your first request, I believe that the dignity and decorum of the United States House
of Representatives are best preserved by maintaining the current system of televised
proceedings. Under the current practice, every word spoken in an exchange between
Members or between the Chair and a Member is broadcast live. This programming
informs the American people and ensures an accurate historical record. It has served the
American people and the House and Senate well since the advent of televised
proceedings nearly 30 years ago.

C-SP AN provides a valuable service in our democracy. I applaud you and the entire C-
SP AN cable network for your efforts to inform the American people on the critical issues
and challenges that face our great country .

Best regards,

N~~I

Speaker-elect

Honorable Steny Hoyer
Honorable John Boehner
Honorable Karen Haas
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