Governor Tom Vilsack, Nominee for Secretary of Agriculture

Governor Tom Vilsack was elected Democratic governor of lowa in 1998 and re-elected
in 2002. As a governor from a farm state, Vilsack has been vocal in his support for the
farm bill and for renewable sources of energy. In 2003, Vilsack passed the Grow lowa
Values Fund through the state legislature, a $503 million appropriation designed to boost
the lowa economy by offering grants to corporations and initiatives pledged to create
higher-income jobs. Before serving as Governor, Vilsack was mayor of Mount Pleasant,
lowa, and was elected to the lowa State Senate in 1992. Vilsack was born in Pittsburgh in
1950, and graduated from Hamilton College and Albany Law School. Vilsack and his
wife, Christie, have two children.
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